
                116th CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 
YARD/FEEDERWATCH INSTRUCTIONS 

 
Fort Bragg Count - Sunday, December 27

th
 2015 (Little Valley Rd to Big River) 

 Manchester Count - Saturday, January 2rd 2016(Elk to Pt Arena) 

 
HOW TO COUNT YOUR BIRDS 

 

EQUIPMENT NEEDED: Tally sheet, field guide and binoculars. 

You will need to note how much time you actually spend counting your birds. 

 

1--Count the individual birds of each species in view at one time. Tally the highest number of each species on 

the tally sheet. If during your count you note higher numbers of the same species, you would adjust your tally of 

that species to that higher number.   

 

For example: When you start your count, you note 5 White-crowned Sparrows and 4 House Finches, record 

those numbers for the species. Later, during your count, you note that there are 10 White-crowned Sparrows and 

7 House Finches, 10 and 7 would be your tally for those species, not 15 and 11. Do not add the counts together. 

By following this method you will never report an individual bird more than once during the count. 

 

2--Count everything that you can see without leaving your site, even birds that don't visit your feeder(s) such as 

birds in birdbaths and birds in your bushes and trees. Don't count birds just flying over such as Canada Geese 

on their way to somewhere else. 

 

3--Organize your final count on the tally sheet provided. Don't forget to fill in the other information needed. Be 

sure to include the total time that you counted.  Mail the tally sheet within a week’s time to the provided 

address, or you can email the same information to zewa@mcn.org.  

 

4--If you do happen to see a bird that is rare here in winter (e.g. the Nashville Warbler spotted on the edge of 

town last year), you will need to write down a detailed description and fill out the Rare Bird Documentation 

Form. 

 

For questions and additional information, call Sarah Grimes at 707-937-4322 or email to the above email 

address. 
 

REMEMBER THE COUNT DAYS 

 

DECEMBER 27th  FORT BRAGG 

JANUARY 2rd
  MANCHESTER 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

mailto:zewa@mcn.org

